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Bankruptcy Rule 9037 was adopted to be in compliance with the E-
Government Act of 2002, Public Law No. 107-347. The rule
requires that social security numbers, taxpayer identification
numbers, birth dates, names of individuals other than the debtor
who are known to be minors, and financial account numbers must
be redacted from all documents and information filed with the
court.

The redaction must be in the form of completely eliminating all but
the last four digits of the social security number and taxpayer
identification number, all but the year of the individual’s birth, and
only the initials of a minor may be visible. Only the last four digits
of a financial account number may be visible. This redaction can be
made by using a very dark marker to completely cover any of the
above information that is contained on documents filed with the
court. Trial exhibits are also subject to Rule 9037 to the extent that
they are filed with the court.

A recent trend of adversarial proceedings being filed in the
bankruptcy courts alleging violations of this rule is being observed.
There is no doubt that many courts will issue sanctions for this type
of infraction.

What if you have already filed a document in violation of this rule?
You should immediately file an appropriate motion with the court
to have the documents stricken from the record. Some courts will
grant this motion without a hearing and direct the clerk of the court
to expunge documents that contain information in violation of this
rule from the electronic case filing system and all court files.

© Copyright 2008 USFN. All rights reserved.

Search Print this page Email a

friend

Search

Page 1 of 2USFN | Redaction and Bankruptcy Rule 9037

5/15/2008http://www.usfn.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Home&SECTION=Article_Library&CO...



May e-Update

14471 Chambers Road, Suite 260, Tustin, CA 92780
P (800) 635-6128 or (714) 838-7167 · F (714) 573-2650 · E info@usfn.org

Copyright © 2000- 2008 by USFN. All rights reserved.

Page 2 of 2USFN | Redaction and Bankruptcy Rule 9037

5/15/2008http://www.usfn.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Home&SECTION=Article_Library&CO...


